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Graduation Sunday, Elizabeth Felicetti 6/27/2021 

Here at St. David’s we are observing Graduation Sunday today. Graduations are major 

milestones in our lives and in the lives of the graduate’s family. This year and last year, however, 

these celebrations have been more difficult than usual. We didn’t want senior years to be so 

messed up, and then we had two years of screwed-up senior years, with normal rites of passage 

postponed and eventually canceled.  

Maybe this makes us want to lament a little bit, and if that’s the case, today’s readings can help. 

Our first reading from the Old Testament is an explicit lamentation of David for Saul and 

Jonathan, a lamentation that is not present in the books of Chronicles that we are going to start 

studying in Bible study in just over a week. Chronicles tells many of the same stories that we 

hear this summer, but some of the stories about David aren’t included presumably because they 

make him look bad.  

He may not look bad in the section we have in our bulletin, but if you look closely, you will see 

that fifteen verses are skipped. In those verses, a messenger tells David about Saul dying, and 

explains that he had finished King Saul off when Saul had thrown himself on his sword and was 

having convulsions but hadn’t died yet and begged this young man to do it for him, so he 

complied. So David tells the  messenger that he should have been afraid to kill Saul and then has 

the messenger executed right then and there. In addition, when we remember that David had 

already been anointed by the prophet Samuel to be the next king, his lament over Saul may 

sound a little less sincere. 

Psalm 130 is one of the many psalms also attributed to David, and it is a lament that appears 

personal rather than politically motivated. The psalmist cries out of the depths, and perhaps that 

has been an experience for those in high school or college who did not get to end their time in the 

manner they had anticipated when they started school. But the psalm also contains hope, and 

those who are graduating today have so much hope ahead. I’m dazzled by their accomplishments 

and deeply grateful for their connection to church, and for their sincere love of Jesus. 

Speaking of Jesus, let’s look at today’s Gospel as well. Today’s passage is a classic “Markan 

sandwich”: that is, a passage in Mark where one narrative is interrupted by another. Here, we 

learn that a man’s daughter is gravely ill, and he summons Jesus to help him. Then a chronically 

ill woman simply touches Christ’s clothes to cure her own illness, and it works. Jesus then 

converses with her and wishes her well. Then people from the first man’s house came and say, 

“Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?” 

Why trouble the teacher any further? 

Many of us face similar obstacles when we are upset. This man had thrown himself at Jesus’ 

feet. He’d made a spectacle of himself in his anguish. Now, he’s told that it’s too late. Why 

trouble the teacher any longer? 

Move on, in other words. Don’t drag other people with you in your grief. 
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Attitudes like that make me so angry. Please, for the love of God, don’t try to cheer people up or 

get them to move on. Be with them where they are, like Jesus does. He doesn’t move on from 

this man. He goes with the man as he had asked him to do. “Do not fear,” he says.  

We have been experiencing a time of national and worldwide grief, and we are now emerging, 

but we aren’t all emerging at the same rate, and some of us have lost more than others. I’m 

grateful that today we do have things to celebrate. I am thrilled that Cameron agreed to speak. I 

love how he talked about how being a member of a church is more than looking up “how to 

worship” on YouTube. We are back in person now, and while we may be lamenting that all is 

not as we would like it to be yet, we do have hope. These graduates we celebrate today embody 

some of that hope.  

Today I hope that we can all invite others in, whether to our lament or our hope, and that whether 

or not others invite us in, we can meet them where they are instead of where we want them to be. 


