
1 

 

Sermon, St. David’s Episcopal, Proper 11B, 7/18/21, 2 Samuel7:1-14a (Elizabeth Felicetti) 

Last week I preached about King David’s wife Michal, who dared to challenge and question 

David after he leaped and danced when bringing the holy ark to Jerusalem. When we examined 

the verses around those presented in the Sunday reading, at least some of us agreed that Michal 

had reason to question David’s motives. He was not receptive to her criticism. 

I ended the sermon asking if you have someone like Michal in your life, who questions you and 

challenges you. If you do, I hope you treat him or her better than David treated Michal. 

We don’t hear from Michal again in the Bible after that incident, but today, in the next chapter, 

we meet the prophet Nathan. Today we get to see Nathan living into his call to become one who 

challenges and questions David, but his prophetic career today didn’t start out like that. 

Today’s reading starts with David saying that while he lives in a house of cedar, the ark of God 

lives in a tent. David says he wants God to have a better house. Nathan tells David to go for it 

because the Lord is with him. 

Unlike Michal in last week’s reading, Nathan sounds like a yes-man. So that same night, the 

word of the Lord came to Nathan, and God instructed Nathan to question David. God tells 

Nathan to ask David, Are you the one to build God a house to live in? Why does David think 

God wants or needs a house? 

I’ve long loved this particular story, partly because Nathan is one of my favorite biblical 

characters, right up there with John the Baptist. I find them both brave in situations where I 

would be timid. On the clergy spectrum, I would say that both are more prophetic than pastoral. 

They speak truth to power. Now that didn’t end well with John the Baptist, as we heard last week 

when he ended up with his head on a platter. We also heard earlier this summer that Samuel the 

prophet grew afraid of King Saul. Questioning these monarchs was dangerous. Being prophetic 

was dangerous. 

Today’s reading ends with God still speaking to Nathan, and then we jump ahead several 

chapters next Sunday; but after today’s snippet, Nathan did relay these words from God to 

David. Verse 17 says, “In accordance with all these words and with all this vision, Nathan spoke 

to David.”  

We don’t hear about any internal angst Nathan might have had about incorrectly advising David 

to go ahead and do all that he had in mind because God was with him, but I imagine that’s the 

case. I see this as a wake-up call for Nathan. He is a prophet called to answer to God, not David. 

He has to take a deep breath and say the hard thing. He quits being a yes man and embraces a 

brave, prophetic role. 

David did not respond well to his wife Michal last week when she questioned him, but he takes 

Nathan’s message more gracefully. Maybe David is becoming a better person too, although soon 

we will hear about more terrible stuff he does, so hold that thought.  

 



2 

 

Instead, this week, take comfort in the unconditional nature of God’s love. David has not earned 

God’s love. “I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be prince over my 

people,” God says about David. David hadn’t done anything to earn or merit this attention and 

building a house for God isn’t going to make him worthy. 

We haven’t done anything that merits God’s love, but we all have it, no matter who we are or 

what we’ve done.  

One reason I admire Nathan and John the Baptist so much is because it is much easier for me to 

preach to you all about how much God loves you than it is to for me to preach that you are a 

bunch of sinners who need to repent. John the Baptist not only told people they were a brood of 

vipers: he told the king that his marriage wasn’t lawful. I am grateful that in this passage, we get 

to see Nathan being a yes man at first, and then having to go back to David and say “wait, about 

that whole house of cedar thing: uh, God said no.”  

We can offer this to each other as a church: that is, we can scrutinize our programs. Whom are 

we serving? Do we bring people closer to God with what we do? We can also offer such scrutiny 

to each other. I don’t recommend that you come in on Sundays and tell your neighbors how you 

think they are sinning today; but notice how David sought out Nathan and ran his idea by the 

prophet.  

I recommend that when you are discerning what God wants you to do, you ask other people in 

our church whom you admire, who seem prayerful and faithful: ask them what they think. And if 

someone from church seeks your opinion on something, instead of just saying “Oh yeah, go do 

it” like Nathan did, be prayerful and thoughtful in your response. maybe pray for a while first.  

What are their motivations? Why did David want to build a house for God? Does God need the 

help of that particular church person in that way? These are some of the most valuable 

conversations we can have with each other. 

Sometimes we have groups specifically focused on discernment, like discernment to the 

priesthood, like we had with Matthew White, and Sheri Blume, and Matthew Harper, our 

member in prison. But these conversations can be about all kinds of calls and can happen less 

formally at meetings, in adult forum, at coffee hour out on the labyrinth. By email or over Zoom. 

We are all called to something, and usually more than one thing 

I’ve long loved today’s Old Testament story, but I hear it differently now than I did three and six 

and nine years ago when we last read it as part of Sunday morning worship. I hear the story 

differently after the last sixteen months with two shutdowns and two reopenings, of livestreams 

and limited worship and a service that’s still not completely back to what we used to think of as 

“normal.” I think about God’s house differently.  

Last summer, when I was on chemo and couldn’t come to church, I sometimes worshiped via 

livestream out on my deck among the trees with one of the sealed sacraments next to my 

computer, seeking a sacred space.  
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Sometimes seeing the pond or hearing birdsong would make me think yes, God is everywhere; 

but sometimes Pepper would start barking at our neighbors in the middle of the spoken sanctus 

or someone would start mowing their lawn or I would sweat too much and think, I cannot stand 

this for one more Sunday. Yet I didn’t have a choice then, as I was not allowed to leave my 

house except to go to doctors’ appointments. 

I value this building more than I thought I did two years ago. Many say they don’t need the 

building to find God, and I hear that, but I also experience God when I am physically here. I 

hope that in the coming weeks and months, we as a church will continue to explore how we can 

best draw people closer to God together, whether here or by Zoom or livestream or at home.  

I pray that we will seek each other out, like David sought Nathan; and that we will admit when 

we are wrong, like Nathan did; and that we will seek out what God wants from us, and when we 

think we’ve found out, we will tell one another the truth. 


