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           Proper 18 A 2020 
           Pentecost 12A, St. David’s 
           Exodus 12:1-14 
           Psalm 149 

Romans 13:8-14 
Matthew 18:15-20 

Why Can’t We All Just Get Along! 

Sometimes- in writing sermons- the gap between what God asks of us-  

and the way we actually live-  seems impossible to bridge. 

As I sat down to write this sermon this week, 

    I knew that the TV news, when it came on,  

would be filled with reports of protests and riots- 

 with emphasis on riots  

I just hoped that we wouldn’t hear that some of them  

were in Richmond-and, of course, there would also be  

the latest news on the spread of the caronavirus. 

 …and I knew that today -I was charged with getting up and talking about 

 what to do if somebody in the church sinned against me!  

Sometimes scripture can seem pretty far removed  

from the condition of our world!   Today is not one of those days!  

When Jesus –and Paul were telling people  

about how to maintain community in the church- 

  the Roman Empire was ruling Israel with an iron hand.  

Crossing Rome would result in swift punishment-   

being thrown into prison, at the least-  

- to being whipped- and all the way up to being crucified- .  
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       Conditions were worse- much worse- than what we face today- 

But in spite of those conditions-     

Neither Jesus nor Paul focused on them-  

Jesus and Paul both focused on how to build and maintain community 

-on how the followers of Jesus were to relate to each other- 

I don’t know whether you’ve ever tried Jesus method of conflict resolution- 

 I don’t know whether you’ve needed to do that here at St. David’s-  

 but it makes a lot of sense to me.  

Jesus says that in order to restore unity, if you’ve been wronged,   

 go to the person privately and tell him or her about it- 

 If there’s an apology and a reconciliation- good!  

If not, take someone else from the church and do the same thing- 

 If there’s a reconciliation- good-   

otherwise- then- and only then,   is it to be made public. 

It sounds logical- and notice that it’s designed to  

preserve the dignity of the offender-  

But alas- although we can talk a good game- 

 most of us don’t do it very well. 

No matter what our outward differences are- 

 how we dress, what we eat or drink,  or don’t-  

 according to Paul in Romans 12  
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we’re still to “love one another with mutual affection.” 

This includes patience in suffering,  perseverance in prayer 

 and  helping one another survive. 

And besides this,  Christians are to bless our persecutors  

We’re to  share in the joys and grief of each other.  

We aren’t to claim any special privilege for ourselves 

and certainly we’re never to repay evil for evil. 

This is the way we’re called to live – and we’re called to continue on in hope.  

But how can this play out in the culture in which we live today?  

Where are some examples? 

I found an article this week called “Practicing ‘innocence’ 

 in a cynical culture”-  

I think it speaks to our culture today –maybe it’s easier for us to relate to- 

 Joseph Dispenza (the author)    

      suggests that we consider innocence as an antidote to the cynicism  

of our present culture  

 (God on your Own  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2006.) 

He says “Innocence of attitude is high on my list of qualities 

 that make up a meaningful spiritual life.  

      By this I mean the opposite of sarcasm, mockery, and cynicism.  

      So much of our popular culture is grounded in ostensibly playful   
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but none the less hurtful- put-downs of other people.  

We have become a culture of stand-up comics,   

 often taking aim at the easy target to try to be funny.  

Surf the TV channels and you will see what I’m talking about.  

Sit-coms, with their biting edge of sarcasm and disrespect, are bad-  

But I’m not sure the late night comics aren’t worse. 

This curious mindset of contempt shows up in many places,  

It shows up in commercials, where parents are made to look stupid  

by their more perceptive children  

and men are reduced to ineffectual dunderheads by women.  

The ridicule extends out from our entertainment  

into the ‘mainstream ‘ (if you will) culture via such vehicles as 

 hate talk radio,   vicious political and religious ‘debates’  

and the shouting headlines of the tabloid press. 

This mean-spirited manner of discourse spills easily into our personal lives,  

becoming the way we relate to each other in our home,   

our workplace and our community.  

I am not suggesting that you need to stop being cheerful in your  

exchange with others.-far from it. 

I am pointing to subtle threads of insolence and cruel cleverness  

that can weave their way in and around  
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how you relate to others and yourself 

 and tangle into a knot that impedes your spiritual progress. 

Innocence is more temperate,  but not less joyful.  

Innocence asks us to be aware of the learned, automatic response  

that insults and denigrates people and situations  

    in order to build ourselves up. 

True judgment is the Lord’s concern, not ours. … 

We know and must continually demonstrate, how to mend and heal 

 and restore in Jesus’ name.  

Paul says “owe no one anything, except to love one another;  

for  the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.  

Try to live that way- and Jesus will truly be in our midst. 

Amen. 

 


