
1 

 

Sermon, St. David’s Episcopal, 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33, 8/8/2021 (Elizabeth Felicetti) 

We have skipped some six chapters since last Sunday, when we heard about Nathan and David 

and the ewe lamb. We skip ahead today to the death of David’s rebellious son Absalom. A lot of 

drama and bloodshed proceeded today’s incident: first king, King David’s son Amnon raped 

Tamar, his own sister. King David did not do anything about this, because, the Bible tells us, 

David loved Amnon, for he was David’s firstborn.  

Imagine how this made Tamar feel. Last month I invited you to think about the characters on the 

margins of the stories, like King David’s wife, Michal. Today, think about Tamar. 

Tamar’s brother and another of David’s son, Absalom, killed Amnon in revenge for the rape two 

years later. Absalom was exiled, and then the Bible tells another story something like the story 

Nathan told David about the ewe lamb that we heard last Sunday. In this new story, a woman 

came to King David with a story about her two sons, one of whom killed the other.  

She told King David that she was a widow and that her family wanted the surviving son to be 

killed for fratricide. She said, “Thus they would quench my one remaining ember, and leave to 

my husband neither name nor remnant on the face of the earth.” King David assured her of her 

surviving son’s safety: “As the LORD lives, not one hair of your son shall fall to the ground,” he 

decreed. So then the woman revealed to the king that she was really describing David’s own 

family: that is, Absalom, who had been exiled.  

So David decided that he would not have Absalom killed for his crime against Amnon, and 

Absalom was permitted back in Jerusalem. But all was never well between father and son again, 

and Absalom plotted and carried out a rebellion. 

None of this stuff is in Chronicles, by the way, so if it’s all too dramatic for you, come to Bible 

study for a more cleaned-up version, and ruminate with us over the differences. There’s also a lot 

of drama in the skipped chapter 18 verses, so read that when you get home since we don’t have 

Bibles in the pews. (Wouldn’t it be great to have Bibles in the pews, by the way?) 

Last Sunday in our Old Testament reading. the prophet Nathan told King David that after David 

killed Uriah to cover up Bathsheba’s pregnancy, the sword would never depart from his house. 

The prophet’s words are proving tragically true. Violence begets violence, and today’s reading 

ends with David lamenting “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died 

instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!” Several of David’s sons were now dead, his 

daughter Tamar’s life was ruined, and one of his sons had led a rebellion against him. 

Last week’s story of Nathan and David and the ewe lamb is my favorite story in the Bible 

outside of the resurrection. But, it’s only my favorite up to the atah h’ish. “You are the man.” 

Then, in my opinion, the story goes south, with Nathan saying, “Thus says the LORD: I will raise 

up trouble against you from within your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes, 

and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this very sun. For 

you did it secretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.” 
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I believe that Nathan was interpreting what God put in his heart, but that he didn’t get it 

completely right. I realize some of you will find this blasphemous since what Nathan said is in 

the Bible. But I don’t believe that God works that way, especially not using a crime against 

women to punish a man.  

Instead, I believe that God sorrowfully and angrily held up a mirror through Nathan. Look at 

what you have done, David. You’ve committed an atrocity, and that will lead to other atrocities 

in your own family. 

David’s son Amnon raped his daughter Tamar, and then David didn’t do anything about it, other 

than, the Bible tells us, being angry. I wonder if he felt helpless because he remembered the 

words of Nathan and realized that what his son had done to his daughter was very much like 

what David himself had done to Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah. 

After the part of the Bible we have today, Joab then talks to David about how others have risked 

and lost their lives to defeat the rebellion that Absalom started, yet David seems to only care 

about his own son. Joab urges David to go encourage his troops, so David did. 

Next week we will hear that David slept with his ancestors and will move on to Solomon, so 

today’s story is the end of the David saga for us on Sunday mornings. All of the tragedy makes 

me think of the reading two months ago, when God, through Samuel, warned Israel about kings. 

Give us a king, they insisted. Finally God did. And it was disastrous, just like Samuel warned it 

would be.  

I am uncomfortable with us interpreting that God causes bad things to happen. Instead, I believe 

that God is omniscient and can see ahead to the bad things that will happen when we exercise our 

free will and eat the forbidden fruit or assault someone or insist on a king. I believe that some 

wise prophets are able to understand this and hold up a mirror to us. 

I don’t believe that God causes awful things to happen, but I do believe that God can bring 

beauty out of devastation. These stories of the kings of Israel and Judah are difficult, but we can 

also find beauty in them, and truth in them. Makes me think of the final blessing I am using at 

the end of our service, which says that the world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too 

small for anything but love. The biblical lessons we hear about kings tell the truth about power 

and exploitation. All of these holy stories lead us to the beautiful stories about Jesus. About 

different ways to lead and different ways to handle power. Stories that we are called to carry into 

our dangerous world today. 

What are your beliefs about how God acts in the world? Do you believe God offers punishments 

through prophets, or do you believe prophets help us see truth? How do you believe that God 

wants you to handle the power you hold? What beautiful, true story can you share? 


